
 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, September 18, 2025, Convenes at 2:00 p.m.  

http://www.portervilleid.org / PIDGSA@ocsnet.net 
22086 Avenue 160, Porterville, CA 93257 

Web Meeting Attendance Available for Interested Parties: 
Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84319138554 
Meeting ID: 843 1913 8554 

Passcode: Hu9n5p 
One tap mobile 

+16694449171,,6707587901#,,,,*478530# US 
+17207072699,,6707587901#,,,,*478530# US 

AGENDA 

Action items are listed in bold. 
 

Call to Order 
Roll Call 
 
All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated 
upon and may be subject to action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may 
consider agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted 
to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public 
inspection at the Porterville Irrigation District, 22086 Avenue 160, Porterville, CA 93257, 
during regular business hours. 
 
1. AGENDA – Changes or additions to the agenda. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the 
agenda. Under state law, matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted 
upon by the Board at this time. For items appearing on the agenda, the public is invited 
to provide comments at the time the Board considers the item. Any person addressing 

http://www.portervilleid.org/
mailto:PIDGSA@ocsnet.net
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84319138554?pwd=Hqg55JSbhXYCHv2fZcEod0b6GeF67c.1


the Board will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes, or at the Chairman’s 
discretion. At all times, please state your name for the record. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Board Approved Bylaws: August 12, 2025. 

b. Board Approved Rules & Regulations: August 22, 2025. 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR 

5. ADMINISTRATION 

a. Board action pursuant to the Bylaws, appointing a Chair and Vice-Chair to the 
Stakeholder Committee.  

b. Board action on Stakeholder Committee Appointments.  
c. Board action establishing the date and frequency of the Stakeholder Meetings. 
d. Board Discussion on Tier 1 Allocation Transfer and Retirement before transition 

into Porterville Irrigation District GSA. 
e. Board Discussion on the Operating Costs of the GSA. 
f. Board Discussion on New Logo for the Porterville Irrigation District GSA. 

 
6. CLOSED SESSION: No closed session. 

7. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: No Report. 

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 
 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

b. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may 
request the ETGSA to provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order 
to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes appropriate alternative 
formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. 
Requests for such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, 
by telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the General Manager of the 
Porterville Irrigation District GSA at (559) 782-6321, at least 48 hours before a public 
meeting. 
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BYLAWS 
PORTERVILLE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
August 12, 2025 

PREAMBLE 

These Bylaws are adopted and effective as of August 12, 2025, pursuant to the Irrigation District 

Law Act and the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”).    

ARTICLE 1 
BOARD ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Section 1. Board Advisory Committees 

Board Advisory Committees.  The Porterville Irrigation District Board of Directors (“Board”) 
may establish temporary or permanent advisory committees for purposes of SGMA.  The 
purpose of the advisory committees is to provide input, recommendations, and feedback to the 
Board on specific issues.  The Board will seek input, recommendations, and feedback from the 
advisory committees as needed.  All standing committee meetings shall be subject to the Ralph 
M. Brown Act.  Temporary or ad hoc committees will be subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act if
so required by law.

Agenda & Meeting Minutes.  The Board shall ensure staff prepares all agendas, agenda packets, 
and minutes of any committee meetings to ensure compliance with all applicable legal 
requirements, including but not limited to, the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

Section 2. Stakeholder Committee 

Purpose.  The purpose of the Stakeholder Committee is to provide advice to the Board on 
matters related to SGMA, and specifically to represent interests of all beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater as identified in Water Code Section 10723.2.  The Stakeholder Committee is 
advisory in nature and has no authority to approve, deny, or require modifications to any matter 
or project under the committee’s consideration.  The Stakeholder Committee shall report to the 
Board.   

Chair and Vice-Chair.  The Board shall appoint one Director or Alternate Director to be a non-
voting member of and the Chair of the Stakeholder Committee.  The Board shall also appoint 
one Director or Alternate Director to be a non-voting member of and the Vice-Chair of the 
Stakeholder Committee.  No meetings of the Stakeholder Committee shall take place without the 
presence of the Chair or Vice-Chair. 

Agenda Item 3.a
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Members.  The Board shall determine, in its absolute discretion, the number of members that 
shall hold positions on the Stakeholder Committee. Potential members shall submit an 
application to the Board.  The Board shall consider all applications received and then appoint 
representatives to the Stakeholder Committee.  For the purpose of providing staggered terms, 
seats identified by an even number shall initially serve a term of two (2) years, and thereafter 
shall serve a term of four (4) years.  Seats identified by an odd number shall serve a term of four 
(4) years upon appointment.  Appointments shall occur prior to the first meeting of the Board
after January 1 when the term has expired, with the next appointment for the seats identified by
an even number to occur prior to the first Board meeting in January 2026, and the seats identified
by an odd number to occur prior to the first Board meeting in January 2028.

Meetings. The Board shall designate the time and place of regular meetings by resolution.  A 
special meeting may be called by the Chair of the Stakeholder Committee, or any two members 
of the Stakeholder Committee.  A quorum of the committee for convening any meeting shall 
consist of a simple majority of all members.  An affirmative vote of at least a majority of those in 
attendance at the meeting shall be required for any action.   

Attendance.  Stakeholder Committee members shall make every effort to attend regular 
meetings.  Members unable to attend any meeting should contact the Committee Chair or staff at 
least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting, and shall be excused provided a valid reason is 
given for the failure to attend.  Three consecutive unannounced absences, or three unannounced 
absences within one calendar year, shall be grounds for dismissal from the Stakeholder 
Committee, subject to the discretion of the Board. 

Voting.  Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote. 

ARTICLE 2 
AMENDMENT 

These Bylaws may be amended from time to time by resolution of the Board at a regular or 
special meeting of the Board.   
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 
     OF THE 

PORTERVILLE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 

AGENCY 

Adopted August 22, 2025 

Jeff Row, Secretary 
Porterville Irrigation 
District GSA 
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Article I. General 
 
Section 1.01 Purpose 
 
These rules and regulations are established by the Board of Directors of the Porterville Irrigation 
District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PID GSA) in order to provide for the sustainable 
management of groundwater within the PID GSA. 
 
Section 1.02 Authority 
 
Division 6 Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, 
Section 10725.2 expressly states as follows: 
 
“A groundwater sustainability agency may adopt rules, regulations, ordinances, and resolutions for 
the purpose of this part, in compliance with any procedural requirements applicable to the adoption of 
a rule, regulation, ordinance, or resolution by the groundwater sustainability agency.” 
 
Section 1.03 Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
 
Pursuant to Division 6 Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 
2.74, Chapter 5, Section 10725, a groundwater sustainability agency may exercise the powers 
described in Chapter 5 provided the groundwater sustainability agency adopts and submits a 
groundwater sustainability plan to the Department of Water Resources. These rules and regulations are 
designed to implement the provisions of the PID GSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), and 
may be amended at any time if necessary to achieve consistency with the groundwater sustainability 
plan and steps needed to achieve sustainability. 
 
Section 1.04 Definitions 
 
“De minimis” means a person who extracts, for domestic purposes, two acre-feet or less per year, as 
defined in SGMA. 
 
“Determination Date” means the date upon which various recommendations are presented to the 
Board from the Land Subsidence Management and Monitoring Committee regarding land subsidence 
levels. 
“PID GSA” means Porterville Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency. 
 
 
“PID GSA GSP” means the PID GSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan required to be developed and 
submitted to the Department of Water Resources pursuant to Division 6 Conservation, Development 
and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, Section 10727, et al. 
 
“PID GSA Technical Group” means the PID GSA’s Consulting Engineer, the Tule Subbasin’s 
designated Hydrogeologist, and the PID GSA’s designated Agronomist. 
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“Groundwater Credits” means the carryover of Sustainable Yield as described in Section 4.03(c)(i)(1). 
 
“LSMC” means Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee. 
“Operator” means an authorized representative of an owner. 
“Owner” means fee title owner of land within the PID GSA boundaries. 
 
“SGMA” means the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, pursuant to Division 6 Conservation, 
Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, Section 10720, et seq. 
 
“Water year” means the 12-month period October 1, for any given year through September 30, of the 
following year. The water year is designated by the calendar year in which it ends and which includes 
9 of the 12 months. Thus, the year ending September 30, 1999 is called the "1999" water year. 
 
Section 1.05 Effective Date and Changes 
 
These rules and regulations shall become effective upon adoption and may be added to, amended 
and/or repealed at any time by resolution of the Board of Directors of the PID GSA and such 
additions, amendments, and/or repeals shall become effective upon their adoptions or as otherwise 
specified by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 1.06 Actions Against the PID GSA 
 
Nothing contained in these rules and regulations shall constitute a waiver by the PID GSA or estop 
the PID GSA from asserting any defenses or immunities from liability as provided in law, including, 
but not limited to, those provided in Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 
 
Section 1.07 Rights of Access 
 
The PID GSA staff and/or others authorized by the PID GSA’s General Manager shall notify and 
request consent from the owner of any land prior to their entry. Any such entry must be for the sole 
and exclusive purpose of conducting PID GSA business. 
 
Section 1.08 Severability of Provisions 
 
If any provision of these rules and regulations, or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of these rules and regulations, and the application of its 
provisions to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 
 

Article II. Groundwater Monitoring 
 
Section 2.01 Well Registration 
 

(a) Registration Requirement 
 
Any new groundwater extraction facilities permitted after January 31, 2020, excluding de minimis 
extractions, shall be registered with the PID GSA within 30 days of the completion of drilling 
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activities. In addition, any owner selecting to use meters to report groundwater use, shall register with 
the PID GSA. The owner of an extraction facility shall register the extraction facility and provide, in 
full, the information required to complete the form provided by the PID GSA that includes the 
following: 

i. Name and address of the operator(s).
ii. Name and address of the owner(s) of the land upon which the extraction facility

is located.
iii. Well Driller Log and Completion Report. If not available, a description of the

equipment associated with the extraction facility, including pump size
(horsepower), estimated depth of the well casing and size of the well casing.

iv. Location, parcel number and state well number of the water extraction facility.

(b) Registration Fee

An administrative fee shall be paid to the PID GSA, in an amount determined by the PID GSA board 
of directors, for each groundwater extraction facility registered with the PID GSA to cover the 
nominal administrative costs of the registration process. 

(c) Change in Owner or Operator

The name of the owner of each extraction facility, the Tulare County Assessor’s Parcel Number 
(APN) on which the facility is located, along with the names of all operators for each registered 
extraction facility shall be reported to the PID GSA within 60 days upon any change of ownership or 
operators, together with such other information required by the General Manager. 

Section 2.02 Consumed Groundwater Use Measurement 

This Section outlines two methodologies for measuring or estimating groundwater extraction by each 
owner: (1) information provided from flowmeters which have been connected to the relevant well or 
extraction facility continuously for the preceding period or (2) evapotranspiration information 
obtained via satellite technology. Subject to Section 3.05 below, and except as otherwise provided in 
this Section, each owner shall have the option to select the methodology used for measuring or 
estimating the owner’s groundwater extraction unless the owner is diverting groundwater and surface 
water which in such event, owner may only utilize the methodology outlined for evapotranspiration. 

If the owner does not (1) communicate an election to use flowmeters to the PID GSA by October 1 of 
each water year; and (2) provide all relevant information needed for the PID GSA to verify 
measurements from each flowmeter 30 days from the end of the prior month, then the PID GSA will 
default to utilize the evapotranspiration data to determine groundwater consumption for that period. If 
the owner desires to change his or her election after October 1, he or she may do so by presenting 
such request to the General Manager who then shall present for approval to the Board of Directors. 
And owner may only opt to change his or her election once annually. 

(a) Criteria for Using Meters
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If the owner selects using a meter on a well to report groundwater use, the following criteria and 
information shall be provided to the PID GSA: 
 

i. Manufacturer and Model of flowmeter; 
ii. Date Flow Meter Installed; 

iii. Diameter of Pipe and Size of Flow Meter; 
iv. Identification of who installed flowmeter and calibrated flowmeter per 

manufacturer specifications; 
v. Inspection records will be required to submit to PID GSA per schedule outlined 

in the manufacturer specifications. 
vi. Pictures to identify flowmeter installed correctly (e.g. adequate straight pipe 

sections before and after the flowmeter); 
vii. Type of crop, age of crop (if perennial), single/double/triple crop (if annual), 

irrigation methodology (e.g. flood, drip, sprinkler) for the irrigated acres serviced 
by the water from the flow meter; and 

viii. If multiple flowmeters on a farm, a map identifying the locations of the various 
flowmeters and lands serviced collectively by these flowmeters. 

 
Additionally, the owner of the flowmeter will allow access to staff from the PID GSA to physically 
inspect the flowmeter, if needed. 
 
For each month following an election under this subsection, the owner shall report to the PID GSA, no 
later than 30 days following the last day of the month, the quantity of groundwater extracted at each 
parcel for which the election is made, as measured by the flowmeter(s). Failure to timely report the 
quantity of groundwater extraction to the PID GSA, in accordance with this section, for any parcel to 
which the election applies for any month shall be deemed a withdrawal of the election as to those 
parcels for those months, in which case groundwater extraction shall be measured for those parcels 
for those months in accordance with the evapotranspiration method described in subsection (b) below. 

 
(b) Criteria for Using Evapotranspiration Method 

 
Groundwater extraction shall be measured according to the evapotranspiration method described in 
this subsection for any parcels to which a valid election under subsection (a) above has not been made, 
or for which that election is deemed withdrawn in accordance with subsection (a). 
 
Crop evapotranspiration (ET) is estimated using remote sensing data from LandSAT satellites. The 
satellite data is entered into a model, which is used to estimate the ET rate and ET spatial distribution 
of an area in any given time period. When appropriately calibrated to land-based ET and/or climate 
stations and validated with crop surveys, the satellite-based model provides an estimate of crop ET 
(i.e. consumptive use). 
 

Article III. Groundwater Accounting/Data Management System 
 
Section 3.01 Authority 
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Division 6 Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, 
Section 10726.4, expressly authorizes a groundwater sustainability agency to establish accounting 
rules to allow unused groundwater extraction allocations to be carried over and transferred. 
 
Section 3.02 Online Water Accounting Database 
 
The PID GSA shall establish an online database for owners to account for total water use within the 
PID GSA. Owners may allow operators access and control of their account(s). 
 
Section 3.03 Meter Measurement Categories of Water 
 
The online databased described in Section 3.02 shall account for water through the following five 
categories: 
 

a) Direct Diversions of Surface Water. As described in Section 3.05, an owner’s account may be 
credited or debited with surface water. 

 
b) Native Sustainable Yield Allocation. As described in Section 4.03(a) below, Native 

Sustainable Yield may be credited to an owner’s account. Transfers of Native Sustainable 
Yield, as described in Section 4.03(c)(i)(2) below may be debited from an owner’s account. 

 
c) Groundwater Credits. As described in Section 4.03(c)(i)(1) below, an owner’s account may be 

credited or debited with groundwater credits. 
 

d) Surface Water Recharge Credits and Debits. As described in 3.07, an owner’s account may be 
credited or debited with groundwater recharge or banking activities. Transfers will be 
recognized by the GSA when authorized by the applicable surface water entity. 

 
e) Recycled Water. An Owner’s account may be credited or debited with recycled water. Prior to 

a debit or credit proper documentation must be provided and approved by PID GSA staff. 
 

Section 3.04 Evapotranspiration Categories of Water 
 

The online database described in Section 3.02 shall account for water through the following six 
categories: 
 

a) Precipitation.  As described in Section 4.03(b) below, Precipitation may be credited to an 
Owner’s account. 

 
b) Direct Diversions of Surface Water. As described in Section 3.06, an owner’s account may 

be credited or debited with surface water. 
 

c) Native Sustainable Yield Allocation. As described in Section 4.03(b) below, Native 
Sustainable Yield may be credited to an owner’s account. Transfers of Native Sustainable 
Yield, as described in Section 4.03(c)(i)(2) below may be debited from an owner’s account. 
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d) Groundwater Credits.  As described in Section 4.03(c)(i) below, an owner’s account 
may be credited or debited with groundwater credits. 

 
e) Surface Water Recharge Credits and Debits. As described in 3.07, an owner’s account may 

be credited or debited with groundwater recharge or banking activities. Transfers will be 
recognized by the GSA when authorized by the applicable surface water entity. 

 
f) Recycled Water.  An Owner’s account may be credited or debited with recycled water. 

Prior to a debit or credit proper documentation must be provided and approved by PID GSA 
staff. 

 
Section 3.04 Priority of Use 
 
Each owner with multiple categories of credits under these rules and regulations shall have the power 
to elect which of such credits are to be prioritized to be debited or transferred in connection with such 
consumption, except for Precipitation. Owners may elect to modify the default priorities, which shall 
be completed no later than thirty (30) days prior to the end of each quarter. If the owner or operator 
does not elect the priority of allocations to be debited, the default priority will follow in order of 
Section 3.03 (a)-(e). 
 
Section 3.05 Net Groundwater Consumptive Use Reporting and Debiting 
 

(a) Amount of New Groundwater Consumptive Use 
 
The amount of net groundwater consumptive use will be calculated monthly, within 30 days of the end 
of the prior month, using either Meter Measurement in Section 2.02 or Evapotranspiration 
Measurement as described in Section 2.03.  If a landowner does not elect to use the Meter 
Measurement requirement in Section 2.02 within 30 days of the start of the water year, then the 
method used will be evapotranspiration as described in Section 2.03.   
 
In the event that a watercourse, including but not limited to canals, ditches, or riparian areas, is located 
within the boundaries of a parcel, the area of such watercourse shall not be evaluated for any 
consumed use of groundwater. 
 

(b) Appeal Process 
 
Within thirty (30) days of notification of the net consumed groundwater use, any owner may protest 
the amount or the method. The written protest must be submitted to the General Manager at the PID 
GSA’s Main Office. 
 
The General Manager shall investigate matters related to the protest, may consult with the PID GSA 
Technical Group, and may present any relevant information, along with any recommendation, to the 
Board within sixty (60) days of receipt of the protest. The Board shall act on the written protest and 
supporting documentation within sixty (60) days of receipt of all relevant information, including the 
possibility of authorizing a separate methodology not identified in these Rules and Regulations. 
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Section 3.06 Surface Water Reporting 
 
Any owner within the PID GSA which utilizes surface water shall cause to be reported from the 
applicable surface water entity, the diversion of surface water to direct irrigation. 

 
Section 3.07 Groundwater Recharge and Banking Reporting 
 
An owner within the PID GSA which is performing recharge or groundwater banking activities shall 
report, or cause to be reported, the diversion of surface water to underground storage to the PID GSA. 
Prior to crediting or debiting the owner’s account, the PID GSA shall ensure the request is consistent 
with any applicable groundwater banking or recharge policy, including but not limited to, Article VI. 
The PID GSA acknowledges that several special districts, organized and existing under the laws of the 
State of California for the purpose of facilitating the beneficial use of the waters of the State, operate 
within PID GSA’s boundaries. Several such districts have adopted and implemented groundwater 
banking and recharge policies in order to facilitate the underground storage and beneficial use of 
surface water. PID GSA shall honor the groundwater banking and recharge policies of all such entities 
within its jurisdictional boundaries. 

 
Article IV. Allocation of Water 

 
Section 4.01 Purpose 
 
Consistent with Division 6 Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 
2.74, Chapter 5, Section 10726, the purpose of this Article is to provide for the sustainable 
management of groundwater within the PID GSA jurisdictional area and Tule Subbasin, and to fulfill 
the legislative goals and policies of SGMA. Nothing in this Article shall be used to determine or alter 
water rights. Division 6 Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 
2.74, Chapter 5. Section 10726.4 provides in part a Groundwater Sustainability Agency has authority 
to control groundwater extractions by regulating, limiting or suspending extractions. 

 
Section 4.02 Determination of Allocations 
 
Each year by October 1, or as soon as reasonably practical, the General Manager shall determine the 
allocations available for use within the PID GSA based on PID GSA Technical Group’s data and 
calculations regarding whether the PID GSA GSP’s Minimum Thresholds or Measurable Objectives 
require allocation adjustments. In providing such data and calculations to the General Manager, the PID 
GSA Technical Group shall use the methodologies and calculations defined in this Article 4. 
 
Section 4.03 Sustainable Yield Allocation 
 

(a) Groundwater Extraction Sustainable Yield Allocation 
 
For Owner’s electing to use Meter Measurement for purposes of measuring groundwater use as 
described in Section 2.02 above, each year, the General Manager shall establish a Groundwater 
Extraction Sustainable Yield allocation for each agricultural assessor’s parcel within the PID GSA.  
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The allocation for each owner shall be calculated as follows and shall be titled “Native Sustainable 
Yield”: 
 

1. Sustainable Yield for the Tule Subbasin shall be calculated using the groundwater 
extraction methodology as agreed upon in the Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement, 
incorporated herein by reference.  The Tule Subbasin Sustainable Yield estimate will be 
developed using a calibrated groundwater flow model of the Tule Subbasin.*  As agreed 
upon in the Coordination Agreement, the Groundwater Extraction Sustainable Yield 
Allocation shall include in the return flow from precipitation.   

 
*As additional data becomes available and as projects, monitoring, and management actions are 
implemented, the groundwater flow model used to estimate the Sustainable Yield of the Tule Subbasin will 
be updated and the Native Sustainable Yield may be adjusted to reflect the new data. Additionally, the 
allocation of the total available Sustainable Yield according to gross assessor parcel acreage may be 
revised as the PID GSA develops additional historical use data and allocation methodologies beyond gross 
acreage. 
 

(b) Evapotranspiration Sustainable Yield Allocation 
 

For Owner’s electing to use the Evapotranspiration Measurement for purposes of measuring 
groundwater use as described in Section 2.03 above, each year, the General Manager shall establish a 
Sustainable Yield allocation for each agricultural assessor’s parcel within the PID GSA. The 
allocation for each owner shall be calculated as follows: 
 

1. Sustainable Yield for the Tule Subbasin shall first be calculated using methodologies as 
agreed upon in the Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement, incorporated herein by 
reference. As described therein, the Tule Subbasin Sustainable Yield estimate will be 
developed using a calibrated groundwater flow model of the Tule Subbasin.* 

 
Sustainable Yield allocated to the PID GSA shall be comprised of the following two 
components: 

 
(A) Native Sustainable Yield is calculated as the long-term average natural channel loss water 

within the Tule River, Porter Slough, Deer Creek, and White River channels and the 
calculated underflow from the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The volume is determined by 
utilizing the data provided in the Tule Subbasin Water Budget within the Tule Subbasin 
Setting attached to the Coordination Agreement. The PID GSA will determine its portion 
of the Tule Subbasin Native Sustainable Yield by multiplying the GSA’s proportionate 
acreage of the Tule Subbasin multiplied by the total Native Sustainable Yield of the Tule 
Subbasin. 

 
(B) Total Precipitation is calculated as the long-term average total precipitation for the entire 

PID GSA jurisdictional area. The long-term average is based on precipitation data collected 
from calibrated weather stations within and adjacent to the PID GSA, interpolated to lands 
within PID GSA. Each year the Total Precipitation long term average is updated with prior 
year actual total precipitation measured. 
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2. The PID GSA’s total available Sustainable Yield shall be the sum of the PID GSA’s portion 
of the Tule Subbasin Native Sustainable Yield and total precipitation within the PID GSA. 

 
3. Each parcel within the PID GSA will receive allocations in the amount equal to the gross 

assessor parcel acreage multiplied by the per acre allocation established in Section 
4.03(a)(2). 

 
*As additional data becomes available and as projects, monitoring, and management actions are 
implemented, the groundwater flow model used to estimate the Sustainable Yield of the Tule Subbasin will 
be updated and the Native Sustainable Yield may be adjusted to reflect the new data. Additionally, the 
allocation of the total available Sustainable Yield according to gross assessor parcel acreage may be 
revised as the PID GSA develops additional historical use data and allocation methodologies beyond gross 
acreage. 
 

(c) Carryover and Transfers 
 

(i) Sustainable Yield Allocation 
 

a. Carryover of Sustainable Yield 
 
If an owner uses less than his or her total Native Sustainable Yield allocation in a given year, the 
difference between the allocation amount for that year and the amount of groundwater used and/or 
transferred for that year shall be carried over to the next year. Portions of Native Sustainable Yield 
allocation successfully carried over from the previous year shall be credited to the owner’s account as 
groundwater credits. 
 
If the carryover amount for the year in question continues to remain unused as a groundwater credit, it 
may be carried over on a five-year rolling basis. The impact of the total quantity of water used in any 
five-year period shall be consistent with the provisions of the PID GSA GSP. 

 
An Owner is not allowed to carryover Total Precipitation.  
 
Example: 
Native Sustainable Yield (NSY) Allocation 
 
Water Year 2021 
Unused portion of 2021 NSY allocation  groundwater credit  may be carried over until the end of 
Water Year 2026. 
 
Water Year 2022 
Unused portion of 2022 NSY allocation  groundwater credit  may be carried over until the end of 
Water Year 2027. 
 

b. Transfer of Sustainable Yield 
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An owner may transfer all or a portion of the Native Sustainable Yield component of his or her 
Sustainable Yield allocation at any time, provided that the transfer satisfies conditions 1 through 4. 
Transferred Native Sustainable Yield shall be credited to the transferee’s account as groundwater 
credits. 
 

1. The proposed transferee will put the allocation to use within the Tule Subbasin; 
2. If outside the PID GSA boundaries, the proposed transferee will put the allocation to use 

within the boundaries of a groundwater sustainability agency which permits the transfer 
of its own groundwater allocations to water users within the PID GSA; 

3. The transfer agreement is memorialized in writing, using a form provided by the PID 
GSA; and 

4. Both the PID GSA and the groundwater sustainability agency of the transferee are 
informed of the parties to the transfer and the quantity transferred. 

 
The PID GSA Technical Advisory Group shall establish an annual limitation on the total amount of 
allowable allocations outside the PID GSA boundaries based on water year. Requests for transfers 
shall be received beginning on October 1. Transfers shall be accepted on a first come, first serve 
basis. 
 
Groundwater credits derived from the transfer of Native Sustainable Yield may be carried over for 
five years. 
 
An Owner is not allowed to transfer Total Precipitation. 
No action shall occur on any proposed transfer unless all past due assessments, interest and penalties 
owed to the PID GSA by either transferee or transferor have been paid prior to the date that the 
proposed transfer is submitted to the General Manager. 
 
Example: 
Native Sustainable Yield (NSY) Transfer 
 
Water Year 2021 
Unused portion of 2021 NSY allocation transferred to a separate Owner on October 1, 2023  
groundwater credit  may be carried over until the end over Water Year 2028. 
 

(d) Community Lands 
 
Lands designated as Community served lands by the PID GSA within the Greater Tule Management 
Area shall be managed pursuant to the Community Management Areas pursuant to Section 4.06. 
 

(e) Opt-Out 
 
An owner who has received a Sustainable Yield Allocation pursuant to Section 4.03(a) of these Rules 
and Regulations and who is in good standing with the PID GSA may elect to opt out of the PID GSA 
Rules and Regulations for the subsequent water year by submitting a request to the PID GSA no later 
than September 1. Should the owner wish to participate in the future, at that time, all current 
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assessments, fees, interest, and penalties will be paid prior to participation. An owner is not allocated 
any water during the period in which he or she has chosen to opt out and will not be allocated any prior 
year’s allocation upon choosing to opt in. 
 

(f) Watercourse(s) 
 
In the event that a watercourse, including but not limited to canals, ditches, or riparian areas, is 
located within the boundaries of a parcel, the area of such watercourse shall not receive any allocation 
of groundwater. 
 

(g) Enforcement 
 
The following actions shall occur if an Owner is in violation of this Section. 
 
For each acre-foot extracted in violation of the restrictions set forth herein, the Owner shall be liable 
for the maximum penalty rate allowed pursuant to SGMA. 
 
The quantity of water extracted in violation of the restrictions set forth herein shall be deducted from 
the Owner’s allocation account the following year(s). If the Owner’s penalty allocation account is 
depleted, further enforcement actions may be taken by the PID GSA. 
 
An Owner shall not be entitled to utilize any existing allocations while the Owner is out of 
compliance with this Section. All water extracted while the Owner is out of compliance will result in 
the imposition of maximum penalties for such consumption. 
 

 
Section 4.05 Land Subsidence Management Area 
 

(a) Purpose 
 
The Board intends to approve a Land Subsidence Management Plan within a defined area along the 
Friant Kern Canal.  The current boundaries of the Land Subsidence Management Area are attached 
hereto as Exhibit A.   
 

(b) Meters 
 
Any wells within the boundary of the Land Subsidence Management Area will require a meter and 
reporting of the data monthly to the PID GSA staff.   
 
Meters must comply with requirements stated in Section 2.02(a).  Owners may request waivers from 
the metering requirement.  Such waiver(s) may be approved if any of the following conditions apply: 
 

a. The applicable well is used solely for domestic needs; or 
b. Owner’s household income is less than twice the federal poverty level (for a 

family of four in 2023, household income is less than $60,000 per year); or 
c. Owner is enrolled in a qualified public assistance program; or 
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d. Owner represents a public water system serving water for domestic use; or  
e. Owner provides sufficient documentation that the applicable well is pumping 

at a depth less than 600 feet below ground.  
 
Owners may appeal to the Board of Directors any denied waiver as provided in Section 4.07.  
 

(c) Management Actions 
 
To be determined 

 
(d) Enforcement 

 
The following actions shall occur if an Owner is in violation of this Section.  For each acre-foot 
extracted in violation of the restrictions set forth herein, the Owner shall be liable for the maximum 
penalty rate allowed pursuant to SGMA.  An Owner shall not be entitled to utilize any existing 
allocations while the Owner is out of compliance with this Section. All water consumed while the 
Owner is out of compliance will result in the imposition of additional penalties. 
 
Section 4.06 Community Management Areas 
 

(a) To be determined 
 
Section 4.07 Appeal Process 
 

(a) Notification of Allocations and Extraction Limits 
 
The General Manager shall provide written notice to each owner and if requested, the operator, of the 
groundwater allocations described in this Article 4. 
 

(b) Protest of Allocations and Extraction Limits 
 
Within thirty (30) days of the date identified in the written notification described in Section 4.07(a), an 
owner may protest the extraction allocations and extraction limits identified in the notification. The 
written protest must be submitted to the General Manager at the PID GSA’s Main Office. 
 
The General Manager shall investigate matters related to the protest, may consult with the PID GSA 
Technical group, and may present any relevant information, along with any recommendation, to the 
Board within sixty (60) days of receipt of the protest. The Board shall act on the written appeal and 
supporting documentation within 120 days of receipt of the recommendation and information 
provided by the General Manager. 

 
Section 4.08 Emergency Ordinances 
 
Nothing in this Article shall prevent the PID GSA, in the event of an emergency, from enacting 
emergency regulations or ordinances. 
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Article V. Fees & Penalties 
 
Section 5.01 Penalties 
 

(a) Penalty for Excess Use 
 
If any owner within the PID GSA exceeds his or her Sustainable Yield allocation, he or she shall be 
liable for penalties as follows: (1) liability rate in an amount to be determined annually by the Board, 
for each acre-foot extracted. 

 
(b) SGMA Penalties 

 
Any owner, operator or other person who violates the provisions of these rules and regulations is 
subject to the criminal and civil sanctions set forth in SGMA. 

 
(c) Civil Remedies 

 
Upon the failure of any person to comply with any provision of these rules and regulations, the PID 
GSA may petition the Superior Court for a temporary restraining order, preliminary or permanent 
injunction, or such other equitable relief as may be appropriate. The right to petition for injunctive 
relief is an additional right to those, which may be provided elsewhere in these rules and regulations or 
otherwise allowed by law. The PID GSA may petition the Superior Court to recover any sums due to 
the PID GSA. 
 
Section 5.02 Groundwater Extraction Fees 
 
The Board may propose fees, including groundwater extraction fees, consistent with Division 6 
Conservation, Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, Section 
Sections 10730 through 10730.6, and the California Constitution. The owner shall pay to the PID 
GSA all Groundwater Extraction Fees within 30 days of the date of any invoice submitted by the PID 
GSA. 
 
De Minimis Extractors. No extraction fees shall be charged to any de minimis extractor. 
 
Section 5.03 Real Property Assessments 
 
The Board may propose land-based assessments consistent with Division 6 Conservation, 
Development and Utilization of State Water Resources Part 2.74, Chapter 5, Section 10730, and the 
California Constitution. The owner shall pay to the PID GSA all assessments within 30 days of the 
date of any invoice submitted by the PID GSA. 
 
Section 5.04 Notification and Appeal of Penalties 
 

(a) Protest of Penalty Determination 
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Within 30 days of the date identified in any invoice submitted by the PID GSA an owner may appeal a 
penalty determination in writing. Owner must still submit payment within thirty (30) days of the 
invoice. The written appeal must be submitted to the General Manager, at the PID GSA’s Main 
Office. 
 
The General Manager shall investigate matters related to the appeal, and may present any relevant 
information, along with any recommendation, to the Board within sixty (60) days of receipt of the 
appeal. The Board shall act upon the written appeal and supporting documentation within 120 days of 
receipt of all relevant information. 
 

[end of document] 
 



Agenda Item 5.a 
ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 
 
Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair to the Stakeholder Committee. 
 
Submitted By: General Manager 
 
The PIDGSA Board established the Stakeholder Committee to provide input, recommendations, 
and feedback regarding implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA). The Bylaws require the Board to appoint one Director or Alternate Director to serve as 
a non-voting Chair, and one Director or Alternate Director to serve as a non-voting Vice Chair of 
the Stakeholder Committee. 
 
Appointments of the Chair and Vice Chair are necessary to convene Stakeholder Committee 
meetings and ensure compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. No meetings may occur without 
the presence of either the Chair or Vice Chair. 
 

• On August 12, 2025, the PIDGSA Board adopted Bylaws establishing Board Advisory 
Committees, including the Stakeholder Committee. 

• On August 22, 2025, the PIDGSA Board adopted Rules and Regulations governing 
groundwater monitoring, allocations, and governance within the PIDGSA. 

The Stakeholder Committee is advisory and reports directly to the Board of Directors. Members 
represent beneficial uses and users of groundwater consistent with Water Code Section 10723.2. 
To move forward with Stakeholder Committee operations, the Board must appoint a Chair and 
Vice Chair as outlined in the Bylaws. The Bylaws require that the Chair and Vice Chair be selected 
from among the Directors or Alternate Directors of the PIDGSA Board. An appointment at this 
time will enable the Committee to hold its inaugural meeting and begin providing advisory 
recommendations to the Board. 
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors appoint a Chair and Vice Chair to the Stakeholder 
Committee, pursuant to the adopted Bylaws and Rules & Regulations of the Porterville Irrigation 
District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PIDGSA). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Agenda Item 5.b 
ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 
 
Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Stakeholder Committee Member Appointments 
 
Submitted By: General Manager 
 
The PIDGSA Bylaws establish the Stakeholder Committee as an advisory body to provide input, 
recommendations, and feedback on matters related to the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA). The Committee is advisory and is not an independent decision-making 
authority. 
 
As required, the Board is responsible for appointing Stakeholder Committee members from 
among interested applicants. The Board retains discretion regarding the number of members and 
their terms. For staggered service, odd-numbered seats will be appointed to four-year terms, and 
even-numbered seats to initial two-year terms, with subsequent terms being four years in length. 
Ten applicants have submitted appointment requests. Their names have been provided for 
discussion. 
 

• On August 12, 2025, the Board adopted Bylaws establishing the Stakeholder Committee. 
• On August 22, 2025, the Board adopted Rules and Regulations that, together with the 

Bylaws, govern the operation of the PIDGSA. 

The Stakeholder Committee is intended to represent the diverse beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater within the PIDGSA boundary, as required by Water Code §10723.2. 
The Board has discretion to determine the number of members appointed to the Stakeholder 
Committee. Each applicant has expressed interest in serving and representing the interests of 
stakeholders. 
 
The Board should consider broad representation of beneficial uses and users of groundwater, 
including but not limited to: 
 

• Agricultural users • Domestic well owners 
• Public water systems 
• Municipal interests 
• Environmental uses  
• Disadvantaged community interests  

• Industrial users  
• Other beneficial users as identified 

under SGMA

 
Appointments will provide staggered terms: 
 

• Even-numbered seats: Initial 2-year term (2025–2027), thereafter 4 years. 
• Odd-numbered seats: Initial 4-year term (2025–2029). 



• The final appointments and terms will be documented by resolution of the Board. 

Applicants for Stakeholder Committee Appointment Consideration: 
 

1. Adam Mendoza    
2. David Payne     
3. Michael DePaoli    
4. Dyson Schneider    
5. Jason Guthrie     
6. Mathew Kidder    

7. Michael George    
8. Nick Gatti     
9. Robert Alvarez     
10. William Wallace 
11. Seth Bowser 

 
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors review the list of applicants and appoint members 
to the Stakeholder Committee in accordance with the PIDGSA Bylaws and Rules & Regulations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Agenda Item 5.c 

ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 

 

Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Board Action Establishing the Date and Frequency of Stakeholder 
Meetings 

Submitted By: General Manager 
 

The Board is asked to establish a recurring schedule for Stakeholder Committee meetings to 
ensure consistent participation and timely review of GSA matters. 

The Stakeholder Committee serves in an advisory role, providing input to the PIDGSA Board. A 
regular meeting schedule will help provide predictability for members and the public, and 
support compliance with the Brown Act's notice requirements. 

Staff recommends that the Board determine and adopt a meeting frequency (e.g., monthly, bi-
monthly, or quarterly) and establish a standing date and time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Agenda Item 5.d 

ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 

 

Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Board Discussion on Tier 1 Allocation Transfer and Retirement 
Before Transition into Porterville Irrigation District GSA 

Submitted By: General Manager 
 
The Tule Subbasin was placed into probationary status by the State Water Resources Control 
Board effective October 3, 2024. In response, PID acted proactively to eliminate Tier 1 Penalty 
Allocations within its jurisdiction. This approach is intended to prevent further overdraft, ensure 
consistency with SGMA compliance, and provide clarity to landowners. Today’s discussion is 
focused on confirming that the expiration and retirement of Tier 1 allocations are fully 
implemented before the November 14, 2025, transition to the PIDGSA. 
 
On September 20, 2024, the PID Board adopted Resolution No. 2024-09-20 directing that no Tier 
1 Penalty Allocations of groundwater be made to lands within PID’s jurisdictional boundary for 
Water Year 2025 and future years. The resolution further requested that any such amounts that 
would have been allocated be expired and not reallocated. Staff have been coordinating with the 
Eastern Tule GSA to ensure this action is implemented before PID transitions to its own GSA 
authority. 
 
Based on prior Board action and consultant analysis, approximately 45,311 acre-feet of Tier 1 
water has been estimated for allocation remaining, with 311 acre-feet of pre-purchased water, 
which will be considered during the transition from ETGSA to the PIDGSA. Clarifying the handling 
of this water before the transition will ensure consistency with SGMA compliance, the Board's 
actions, and fairness among landowners. 
 
Staff recommends that the Board receive the update and provide any further direction to staff 
regarding implementation steps or communication with ETGSA and PIDGSA water users. 

ATTACHMENT: Resolution No. 2024-09-20 

 

 

 
 
 



SEAN P. GEIVET 
Geneial Manage, 

JEFFREYS.ROW 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Assessor/Collector 

AUBREY A. MAURITSON 
Ruddell, s-ton, Bixler, Mauritson 
&EvansLLP 

Resolution 

ERlC L. BORBA 
President 

DAVIDE. GISLER 
Vfoo-Presidmt 

TIMOTIIY J. WITZEL 
Director 

JOSEPH "BRETT"McCOWAN 
Dircdol" 

EDWIN L. CHAMBERS 
Director 

PID is a member agency of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency within the Tule Subbasin; 

The State Water Resources Control Board took action on September 17, 2024, 
to place the Tole Subbasin in Probationary Status pursuant to California Water 
Code Section 10735.2(aX3) with an effective date of October 3, 2024; and 

As a result, PIO desires to allocate no Tier 1 Penalty Allocations of 
groundwater to lands within PID's jurisdictional boundary for Water Year 2025 
and future years. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE PORTERVILLE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

1. Directs Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency to not allocate any
Tier 1 Penalty Allocations to lands within PID's boundaries for Water Year
2025 and future years. PID requests the amount that would have been allocated
be expired and not reallocated.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 20th day of September 2024 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

Borba, Giskr, Mccowan, Witzel 

None 

None 

Chambers 

Physical: 22086 Avenue 160, Porterville CA 93257-9261 
Alternate: PO Box 1248, Porterville CA 93258-1248 

Phone: 559-782-6321 Fax: 559-782-6327 Email: portervilleid@ocsnet.net 
Website: https://portervilleid.org 

Attachment Item 5.d



CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-09-20 

I do hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Porterville Irrigation Distric� an irrigation 
district organized and existing mder the laws of the State of California, and that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Directors of said District meeting thereof duly 
and specially held by the Porterville Irrigation District at Porterville, California on the 2<111 
day of September 2024, at which meeting a quorum of said Board of Directors was at all 
times present and acting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or amended in whole 
or any part thereof, and remains in force and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
Irrigation District this 20111 day of September 2024. 

Jeffr 1Row, Secretary 
Porterville Irrigation District 



 

Agenda Item 5.e 

ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 

 

Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Board Discussion on the Operating Costs of the GSA 

Submitted By: General Manager 
 

The Board will review and discuss the projected operating costs of the PIDGSA, including 
administrative, legal, and technical expenses. A key component of the discussion will be the 
method of cost allocation and whether costs should be distributed on a per-acre basis or as a 
volumetric charge tied to groundwater usage. The potential requirement for a Proposition 218 
proceeding to obtain landowner approval will also be taken into consideration. 

As the PIDGSA assumes responsibilities previously under ETGSA, it will be necessary to establish 
a sustainable funding mechanism.  

Responsibilities to be defined as: 

• Administration (staff, legal, consultants). 
• Compliance (DWR/SWRCB filings, monitoring, data systems). 
• Stakeholder Engagement (committee support, public outreach). 
• Financial Management (Prop 218 or other assessments). 

Options include: 

• Per-Acre Assessments: Charges levied on landowners based on acreage, regardless of 
groundwater use. 

• Volumetric Charges: Fees tied to groundwater extraction or water allocations, reflecting 
use-based costs. 

The method chosen will determine equity, compliance with SGMA requirements, and fiscal 
sustainability of the GSA. Depending on the Board’s preferred approach, a Proposition 218 
proceeding may be necessary to secure landowner approval of assessments. 

Staff recommends that the Board provide direction to staff on preferred cost allocation 
methodology and next steps, including whether to pursue a Proposition 218 process. 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item 5.f 

ADMINISTRATION 

Staff Report to the Porterville Irrigation District GSA Board of Directors 

 

Subject: ADMINISTRATION / Consideration of Adoption of a New Logo for the Porterville 
Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PIDGSA) 

Submitted By: General Manager 
 

The Porterville Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PID GSA) was established in 
compliance with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) to manage and protect 
groundwater resources within its jurisdiction. While the District maintains an existing logo for 
organizational identity, the PIDGSA does not currently have a distinct visual mark that represents 
its role in groundwater sustainability. 

To strengthen public recognition, enhance communication efforts, and ensure consistency across 
official materials, the staff has developed a professional logo specific to the PIDGSA. The design 
incorporates visual elements that represent agriculture and groundwater, aligning with the 
agency's mission to balance water resources for long-term sustainability. 

The proposed logo features: 

• Green agricultural fields representing the District’s farming base and above-ground water 
use. 

• A blue band symbolizing groundwater resources, with the text “Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency” integrated directly into the water layer for clarity and meaning. 

• Bold serif typography to align with the District’s established professional identity, 
ensuring readability and long-term use across multiple mediums. 

The new design is modern, simple, and scalable, making it adaptable for reports, presentations, 
signage, digital communications, and outreach to stakeholders. Adoption of this logo will help 
distinguish PIDGSA activities from broader District operations while maintaining visual 
consistency with the District’s identity. 

Staff recommends that the Board of Directors review the proposed new logo design for the 
Porterville Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PIDGSA) and consider formal 
adoption of the logo for use in all official communications, documents, and outreach materials, 
or request modifications to the proposed logo design and direct staff to return with revised 
options. 
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