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Minutes of Regular Meeting, Board of Directors
October 14, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk131758084]The Board of Directors of the Porterville Irrigation District met this day in regular session both in person and by teleconference from the District office Board Room located at 22086 Avenue 160, Porterville, California.

CALL TO ORDER
President Borba called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ATTENDANCE
DIRECTORS PRESENT:     Borba, Witzel, McCowan, Gisler		
DIRECTORS ABSENT:        None
OTHERS PRESENT:            Sean P. Geivet, District Manager
Michael L. Knight, Assistant General Manager
Jeffrey S. Row, District Secretary-Treasurer, Assessor/Collector
Chris Eriksen, District Maintenance Foreman 
Nick Keller, District Engineer
Aubrey Mauritson, District Legal Counsel
List of signed in attendees:
Matt Kidder
Blake Wallace
Terry Schuler
Adam Mendoza
Bill Wallace
Nick Gatti
Jared Plumlee
Jason Guthrie
Matt Leider
Armando Leal
[bookmark: _Hlk534301221]Numerous guests via Zoom


AGENDA – There were no changes or additions made to the agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – President Borba asked if there were any public comments. 

No comments 

The Board adjourned to closed session at 9:02 a.m.  Regular meeting ensued at 9:42 a.m.


CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Existing Litigation [Government Code § 54956.9(d)(1)] Porterville Irrigation District, et al v. Friant Water Authority, Tulare County Superior Court, Case No. 314672.]

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Existing Litigation [Government Code § 54956.9(d)(1)] Terra Bella Irrigation District et al. v. Friant Water Authority et al., Tulare County Superior Court, Case No. VCU317284.

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Existing Litigation [Government Code § 54956.9(d)(1)] Terra Bella Irrigation District et al. v. Haaland et al., United States District Court for the Eastern District of California, Case No. 1:25-CV-00112-EPG
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – Anticipated Litigation [Government Code § 54956.9(d)(2)] Cases: one

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS – Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code Section 54957.1
There were no reportable actions taken in closed session.


PUBLIC COMMENTS – President Borba asked if there was any public comment.

No public comment.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk194569650]M/S/U McCowan, Witzel to approve the Minutes of the Board of Directors Regular Meeting of September 9, 2025 as presented.

[bookmark: _Hlk197684457][bookmark: _Hlk63775773]AUTHORIZATION TO PAY BILLS
Current bills and historical bills were presented for approval.  Discussion was also held regarding fraud charges on the credit card statements.  The Board was informed that when cards have been compromised, the bank works effectively with the District by canceling the card, removing the charges, and pursuing a legal background to identify the perpetrator. The District has never been required to pay for these charges. Charges initially appear on the bill but are subsequently reversed. The source of compromise is suspected to be gas pump skimmers.

M/S/U Gisler, Witzel to authorize the Treasurer to pay all outstanding bills against the District as presented.


MONTHLY REPORTS
Financial Reports:  Controller Row reviewed with the Board reports in the meeting packet that included the August 2025 Balance Sheet, showing status of the banking accounts, and Income Statements for the same period. Also included in the packet were the California Asset Management Program (CAMP) account statement and the LAIF account statement for September 2025.  
[bookmark: _Hlk194569623][bookmark: _Hlk166141734]M/S/U Gisler, McCowan to accept the financial reports as presented and to place the reports on file.

[bookmark: _Hlk528065260]Administration Report: General Manager Geivet stated there was nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk127444424][bookmark: _Hlk74050764]Operations/Water Report: Nick Keller reported on water operations.  As of October 1st, the District has 4,082 acre-feet (ac-ft) available.
• Daily deliveries for October are averaging 38 to 50 ac-ft per day.
• Total deliveries are expected to end up in the neighborhood of 3,700 to 3,800 ac-ft.
B. Recharge and Allocated Water Discussion
• Staff is actively working on communication with growers regarding water allocation.
• Approximately 3,000 ac-ft has been confirmed for recharge.
• The focus for the remainder of the month is identifying growers for the remaining portion of water and ensuring it is recharged. Recharge activities are anticipated to run into November.
• A discussion took place regarding allowing regular irrigation deliveries versus restricting remaining water solely to recharge. Bill questioned why, if water can run into private recharge basins (allocated water), it cannot run for irrigation demand.
• The previous board discussion was that deliveries would end in October, and the remaining water would be recharged for the growers.
C. Staff Performance and Carry Over
• The efficiency that resulted in this "extra CVP water" (a "good problem") was credited to the effective management of the Lower Tule River water this year (using it "early and often").
• Historically, the District's policy has not been to hold over water, as PID is a Class 2 district focused on overall supply rather than steady supply.
• A suggestion was raised that if the coming year looks dry, carrying over a few hundred acre-feet might be considered.
D. Proposed Action on Remaining Water
The suggested plan is:
1. Continue efforts to get rid of all allocated recharge water as staff has been working to accomplish.
2. Hold onto the remaining unallocated water, approximately 1,100 ac-ft (the last bit of URF water and water converted to CVP through the Tule system).
3. A decision on what to do with the 1,100 ac-ft (get rid of it by the end of December or carry it over until February if bone dry) will be made at the November meeting.
The current intention is to begin recharge activities as soon as possible for those growers who want it. The District will not be shutting off all operations on the 31st.
Chris Eriksen reported that Equipment maintenance is ongoing.  Ditch maintenance and weed abatement is occurring as needed. 

Status Report of Authorities: TRA & FWA: TRA Sean Geivet had reported the they are working on funding for an enlargement project.  FWA: Sean Geivet reported that they are working on settlements.

[bookmark: _Hlk82510217]Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA):  District Manager reported that the GSA was working towards the future, still maintaining current operations.  They will be involved until legal issues are settled.  Working with PIDGSA on transition.  Discussion was also had on the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act Fund.

Porterville Irrigation District Groundwater Sustainability Agency (PIDGSA):  Transitional pumping program decisions will conclude on November 14th.
PIDGSA is expected to take over operations by January or February.
It was noted that growers must consult both the ETGSA Basin Safe accounts (historical groundwater credits) and the PID Basin Safe account (surface water deliveries from 2025) for a complete picture.   Data migration, including the fourth quarter ET data, into Basin Safe is expected by January.  The District will begin canvassing for well registry and addressing accounts found to be out of compliance.   The PIDGSA meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 16th at 2:00 p.m.

Success Reservoir Enlargement Project (SREP) Update: No new information to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk194569508][bookmark: _Hlk155694444]Future Planning: District Manager reported SA4 (Northwest) easements are being worked through.  SA3 (Southeast) see agenda item listed below.

[bookmark: _Hlk197685300]2024 Audit: Audit report was reviewed.  The Board requested the staff invite the auditors to the November meeting to present to the Board the Audit findings.

November Board Meeting: Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday November 11th, an observed District Holiday.  

M/S/U McCowan, Gisler to approve rescheduling of the Board Meeting to Monday November 17, 2025 at 9 a.m.


[bookmark: _Hlk207885500][bookmark: _Hlk197685532]Southeast Service Area Lateral Project: 
   Review and consider authorizing the filing of the Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated                      
   Negative Declaration and set the Public Hearing for November 17, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk205468121]M/S/U Gisler, McCowan to approve Notice of Intent and Public Hearing.
   
Northwest Expansion (SA4): 
   Receive Bids and consider awarding the project.  Due diligence was performed by PMP and staff recommended the award.

M/S/U Gisler, Witzel, McCowan abstained to award bid to Ag & Industrial at the Bid price of $621,146.40.


ADJOURNMENT – President Eric Borba adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m.


							    					___                                         
		Jeffrey S. Row, District Secretary-Treasurer
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